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HANNAH’S PRAYERS 
 

Music printed in this order of service is covered 
under a music copyright licence agreement:  LicenSing #604802  



 
WELCOME TO KNOX 

 

Knox Church is a congregation within the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa 
New Zealand.  We aim to create Christian community in which people of all 

ages, sexual orientations, cultural backgrounds and socio-economic situations 
are included as equally valued participants in our congregational life.  We 
cherish our diversity, offering a safe place of belonging to any who wish to 

explore their beliefs in an atmosphere promoting discussion, the development 
of healthy relationships and spiritual growth.  We strive to be open to dialogue 
and shared experiences with people of other faiths.  We enjoy worshipping the 
God made known in Jesus, endeavouring to do so in ways that are relevant to 
our daily lives, respect the integrity of creation, and make a positive difference 

to our wider world. 
 

A loop system for hearing aids operates at Knox. 
 

Toilets are available through the door on the lectern side of the sanctuary. 
 
Tea and coffee are served in the Knox Centre Lounge following the morning service. 

 
The Call to Worship: 
 We light a candle in the name of Jesus Christ, the Light of the world. 
 JESUS, WHOSE BIRTH WAS A SURPRISE OR SCANDAL TO MANY; 
 JESUS, WORKING WITH THE HURTS AND HOPES OF HIS TIMES; 
 JESUS, CALLING US TO JOIN HIM IN HIS MINISTRY OF CARE. 
   

 Kia noho a Ihowa ki a koutou.  God be with you. 
 MA IHOWA KOE E MANAAKI.  GOD BLESS YOU. 
 
Hymn: 
Abbots Leigh      Cyril Vincent Taylor (1907-1991) 

 



1. God is love, the heavens adoring; 
 God is love, let earth rejoice; 
 let creation sing its praises, 
 high rejoicing with one voice. 
 God who laid the earth’s foundation, 
 and who spread the heavens above, 
 God who breathes through all creation. 
 is pure love, eternal love. 
 
2. God is love, and is enfolding 
 all the world in one embrace, 
 with unfailing grasp is holding 
 every child of every race. 
 And when human hearts are breaking 
 under sorrow’s iron rod, 
 then they find that selfsame aching 
 deep within the heart of God. 
 
3. God is love, and, though with blindness 
 sin affects the souls of all, 
 God’s eternal loving-kindness 
 holds and guides us when we fall. 
 Sin and death and hell shall never 
 o’er us final triumph gain; 
 God is love, so love for ever 
 o’er the universe must reign. 
 
  Timothy Rees (1874-1939), alt. 

 
 
Prayer of Approach 
Is it true 
that scattered around the world 
there are houses of prayer, 
where God’s people can come and just be? 
IT IS TRUE. 
 
Is it true 
that God’s attention dwells in those places, 
that God peoples them 
with listening and caring agents of heavenly love? 
IT IS TRUE. 
 



Is it true 
that when human hearts are breaking, 
under sorrow’s iron rod, 
that the self-same aching 
is felt deep within the heart of God? 
IT IS TRUE. 
 
Is it true that here and now, 
within this very place, 
hope mingles with disappointment, 
comfort mingles with loss, 
faith mingles with poverty of spirit? 
IT IS TRUE. 
 
Is it true that within and without, 
here and everywhere, 
there is competition and cruelty? 
And is it true 
that sometimes people fail one another? 
IT IS TRUE. 
 
All this is true, 
God of grace and love. 
So, measuring this truth 
against our responsibility, 
and our calling to be people of Christ, 
we say: 

 Lord have mercy. 
 CHRIST HAVE MERCY. 
 Lord have mercy. 
 
 
Assurance and Response 
. . . In the name of Christ I say to you: 
 You are forgiven and you are free. 
 THANKS BE TO GOD. 
 
 
Prayer of Supplication: 

God of compassionate listening, 
as we read the story of Hannah 
in her need, 
we may well see an eloquent presentation 



of the dilemma of the human condition, 
dealing with its disappointment. 
MAY WE ALSO SEE 
THE TRANSITION FROM NEED TO FULFILMENT, 
FROM DESPAIR TO JOY, 
AND FROM WEEPING TO WONDER. 
May we discover these transitions in our own lives 
AND IN THE LIVES OF THOSE AROUND US. 
We pray this in the name of Jesus, 
using the words he taught us: 

 OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN 
 HALLOWED BE YOUR NAME, 
 YOUR KINGDOM COME, 
 YOUR WILL BE DONE, 
 ON EARTH AS IN HEAVEN. 
 GIVE US TODAY OUR DAILY BREAD. 
 FORGIVE US OUR SINS 
 AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO SIN AGAINST US. 
 SAVE US FROM THE TIME OF TRIAL 
 AND DELIVER US FROM EVIL. 
 FOR THE KINGDOM, THE POWER AND THE GLORY ARE YOURS 
 NOW AND FOR EVER.  AMEN. 

 
The Passing of the Peace 
 Kia tau tonu te rangimarie o te Ariki ki a koutou. 
 The peace of Christ be with you all. 

 A KI A KOE ANO HOKI; 
 AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
We exchange a sign of peace with one another. 
 
 

 
If there are younger ones present 
A Conversation with the Younger Ones 
 

 
Although there is no Sunday School at the moment, young ones are welcome to 
enjoy toys and activity sheets in the play area at the rear of the church. 
 
 



The First Lesson: 1 Samuel 1: 1-20 
 
Music for Reflection: All You Nations 
     Lucien Deiss (1921-2007) 
     Soprano:  Elizabeth Christensen 
 
The Second Lesson: 1 Samuel 2: 1-10 

    In this is the Word of God 
    THANKS BE TO GOD. 
 
Hymn: 
Kingsfold      Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 

 
1. I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
 “Come unto me and rest, 
 lay down, O weary one, lay down 
 your head upon my breast,” 
 I came to Jesus as I was, 
 weary and worn and sad; 
 I found in him a resting-place, 
 and he has made me glad. 
 
2. I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
 “Behold, I freely give 
 the living water; thirsty one, 
 stoop down and drink and live.” 
 I came to Jesus, and I drank 
 of that life-giving stream; 
 my thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
 and now I live in him. 



3. I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
 “I am this dark world’s Light; 
 look unto me, your morn shall rise, 
 and all your day be bright.” 
 I looked to Jesus, and I found 
 in him my Star, my Sun; 
 and in that Light of life I’ll walk 
 till travelling days are done. 
 
 Horatius Bonar (1808-1889) 

 
 
Sermon:   Towards the new prayer 

  Generally, sermons are posted on our website shortly after the 
service at: http://www.knoxchurch.co.nz/sermons.html 

 Hard copies of the sermons are available before and after the 
service – ask the person at the door. 

 
 

 
 

Does Eli hate Hannah, or just despise her? 
Where are the African Americans? 

Where are the safe places in which to mourn, hope, resist? 
Will Samuel ever be born? 

Do we need a new kind of prayer? 
 
 



Hymn: 
Woodlands      Walter Greatorex (1877-1949) 

 
1. Stand tall in Christ, all people of our God, 
 no other idol will suffice this hour. 
 In Jesus Christ all captives are set free, 
 all hurts are healed and hope is born anew. 
 
2. Stand tall in Love, all people who would dare 
 be reconcilers where divisions lie; 
 in love will pain and loneliness be eased 
 and rainbows hung in all our hearts again. 
 
3. Stand tall in Peace, all people who love life, 
 whose lives are candles in earth’s darkest place, 
 who plead for justice and support the weak 
 that all might live in hope and harmony. 
 
4. Stand tall in Faith, all people who would share 
 as trusting partners in God’s enterprise, 
 whose lives would speak in deeds, not just in words, 
 of grace, forgiveness and a generous heart. 
 
 Margaret Kouvelis 

 
 
Prayers for Others and Ourselves 
led by Liz Baxendine 

 
The Offering and Dedication 

We stand for the dedication of the Offering 



We offer this money and these gifts. 
We think particularly of the people of PILLARS 
as they approach the Christmas season. 
ENABLE US TO OFFER NOT JUST WHAT WE HAVE, 
BUT ALSO WHO WE ARE. 
May we offer our listening, 
our caring, 
our helping. 
WE PRAY THIS IN THE NAME OF CHRIST, 
AMEN. 
 
 
Notices 
 
 
Hymn: 
Laast Uns Erfreuen    from Geistliche Kirchengesäng 1623 

 
1. From all who dwell below the skies, 
 let the Creator's praise arise; 
 Hallelujah!  
 Let the Redeemer's name be sung, 
 through every land, by every tongue. 
 Hallelujah! 
 

2. Eternal are your mercies, God, 
 eternal truth attends your word: 
 Hallelujah! 
 Your praise shall sound from shore to shore, 
 till suns shall rise and set no more. 
 Hallelujah! 
 

 Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 
 

Benediction and Sung Amen 
 
Postlude: Improvisation 
   Daniel Cooper (b. 1997) 



NOTICES 
 
This Week:  18 November -24 November 2018 
Sunday  10.00am Morning Worship 
Monday  7.30pm Knox Fireside Group – see below 
Wednesday  10.00am Bible Study 
 
Next Week: 25 November -1 December 2018 
Sunday  10.00am Morning Worship 
    11.15am Knox Book Group  -see below 
Wednesday  10.00am Bible Study 
 
PILLARS – Council has approved that for the first 3 Sundays in November, 
instead of our food etc donations going to St Georges Iona, they will be going to 
PILLARS. PILLARS is a group that looks after families with a family member in 
prison. Food, especially Christmas type food, toiletries and gifts suitable for 
children and teenagers are welcome and will be well used. This is the ninth year 
Knox has donated goods to PILLARS. The following link tells you about his 
organisation: https://www.noted.co.nz/currently/profiles/verna-mcfelin-good-samaritan-prison-inmates-
families/ 
 
KNOX FIRESIDE GROUP - The next Knox Fireside Group meeting will be on 
Monday November 19 at 7 30 pm in the Knox lounge. Janet Wilson will talk 
about her recent trip to North Korea. All welcome. 
 
SUFFRAGE CELEBRATION -The National Council of Women  Christchurch 
Branch is celebrating Women through the Decades at the  Chapel Street Centre 
Christchurch North Methodist Church on Friday November 23 at 7 30pm 
followed by Supper. All are welcome.  Tickets can be obtained from Jennifer 
McKinnon $20 . 
 
CHRISTMAS BAKING PACKING – Will be on Saturday November 24th at 
9am.We need more help to complete the packing before the caterers for a 
wedding arrive at 11am. If you can help, please contact Jennifer McKinnon 
3380333. 
 
BOOK GROUP – The final book group for 2018. Sunday 25th November. 
11.15am in the Committee Room. Len will present a New Zealand short story or 
poem for us to share.  
 



Knox church values the support of all who are involved in our community’s life. 
For those who wish to contribute financially, charitable donations are eligible for 

a tax rebate of 33%.  Options are available for giving; for information please 
contact our Donation Secretary, 

Janet Wilson, ph 338 7203, email janmwil507@gmail.com 

 

 
 

“Hannah prays to the Lord”, 
an etching by Marc Chagall, 1956  



 

 

The Bible readings for next week will be: 
 

• Revelation 1: 4b-8 
• John 18: 33-37 

 
 

Knox Directory 
 

28 Bealey Ave, Christchurch 8013 
Secretary: Jane Ellis, 
ph. (03) 379 2456, 

office@knoxchurch.co.nz 
Office hours: Mon-Fri 9.00am-noon 

 
 

Visit our website 
www.knoxchurch.co.nz 

 

 
website 

 

Minister: Rev. Dr Matthew Jack 
minister@knoxchurch.co.nz 

for emergencies, (03) 3570 111 
 

Church Council Clerk: Janet Wilson, 
ph. (03) 338 7203 

 

Director of Music: Daniel Cooper, 
organist@knoxchurch.co.nz 

 

Pastoral Assistant: Jan Harland 
ph. 0273560215 

  
facebook 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

Keeping in Touch 
 

Please help us get acquainted with you by filling in this form 
and putting it in the offering bag. 

 
Name: 
 
Contact details 
 
 
 
 

 
 


